
Full Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=ctrt20

Download by: [137.189.171.235] Date: 20 June 2016, At: 08:46

The Round Table

ISSN: 0035-8533 (Print) 1474-029X (Online) Journal homepage: http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ctrt20

South Africa

To cite this article: (1916) South Africa, The Round Table, 6:23, 572-590, DOI:
10.1080/00358531609414066

To link to this article:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00358531609414066

Published online: 01 May 2009.

Submit your article to this journal 

Article views: 3

View related articles 

http://www.tandfonline.com/action/journalInformation?journalCode=ctrt20
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ctrt20
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/00358531609414066
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00358531609414066
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=ctrt20&page=instructions
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/authorSubmission?journalCode=ctrt20&page=instructions
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/00358531609414066
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/mlt/10.1080/00358531609414066


SOUTH AFRICA 

THE REBELLION--11s BACKGROUND, A N D  ITS RESULTS. 

VERYONE knows that time, distance, perspective E are essential to correct judgment. Everyone feels 
that without these it is impossible to see things in their 
right proportions. Whether one is attempting to. deal 
with the war as a whole, its glacier-slow movements, and 
its effect on the whole world or with the conditions and 
factors in any particular country, the essentials for sound 
judgment are wanting. Would it be possible for anyone 
anywhere to get a true perspective looking only from the 
angle of one man’s point of view ? If there bc a doubt 
as to finding an infallible authority anywhere, then multiply 
it many fold in the case of him who answers with con- 
fidence to the question, “ W h a t  is the position in South 
Africa I ” To have been born and lived one’s life in the 
knd  of surprises does not make for confidence and encourage 
prophecy ; for who can understand the Boer ? 

On the day on which it became known that rebellion 
was a fact, a prominent supporter of the Government, 
himself an educated experienced Transvaal Dutchman, 
summed up the position. “ Without organisation, arms, 
ammunition, or supplies, without a known grievance or 
cause, or definite aim; without a common plan or an 
acknowledged leader, they move, like the ants, the locusts and 
the springbuck, as if an unknown law of nature compelled 
it. Who can understand the Boer I They are my people, 
but they beat me!” One can hardly escape the con- 
clusion that education and a wider experience had impaired 
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The Rebellion 
the instinct in him and destroyed the subtle, indefinable 
bonds. A nearer and even more authoritative view is 
obtained from an incident which occurred some three 
years ago. T h c  story was told by a well-known South 
African of British descent, who, whilst opposed to him in 
politics, had been for many years on terms of personal 
friendship with the late General Delarey. A parfy of half 
a dozen men were discussing the significance of the split 
in the Dutch Party, when Delarey strolled up to the table 
and stood listening with a look of quiet amusement in his 
eye;. The prevailing opinion was that, as the Dutch were 
in power and could remain in power, and as they had all 
they wanted, they were certainly not going to split; 
and, thercfore, there was nothing in the Botha-Hertzog 
quarrel. During a pause the old Boer leader turned to 
his British friend and said “ And what do you think? 
Why don’t you say something, you were born among us.” 
The reply was, ‘‘ Yes, and I have learnt this at  any rate- 
that I don’t understand the Boer.” The old fighter’s 
answer was rapped out with surprising suddenness, as 
with a careless laugh he pointed with his pipe-stem round 
the table, “That’s why you come so much nearer than 
these others.” 

Delarey was a singularly attractive character : a natural 
soldier of the first rank, but a genuine lover of peace. His 
simple candour was as proverbial as it was embarrassing. 
His easy, good-humoured and indifferent, but non-offending 
bluntness made many forget that he was yet Boer of the 
Boers, and that the grave itself was not so unrevealing of 
the things that mattered. Presently he pointed to an 
earlier speaker and said, “ I’ll tell you. You talk about 
Union of all the states ; of one country ; one parliament ; 
one Government ; ow flag ; ow King ! What does that 
signify to the Boer I Do you think that matters to him, 
that that is what’he wants ? Why, I can rcmernber the 
time when we had five Governments in the up-country- 
all our own, too! and that was not enough. No sooner 
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South Africa 
did we start a new Government than there would be 
two parties again and each would want its own Govern- 
ment and Parliament, and we would take our rifles and 
break up again. It is the way of the Boer." Then 
another careless laugh, and " I tell you thir ir going on ! 
Now that we no longer have any English or Kaffirs to 
fight we shall quarrel among ourselves! It is the way 
of the Boer ! " 

The latc Jan Hofmeyr, a statesman of more than South 
African range, who formed and led the Dutch Party in 
Cape Colony, and ruled it absolutely until he died, recog- 
nised this same weakness in his people and accepted it 
as a governing factor. For thirty years, excluding the 
period of the Boer War, no Government held office except 
by consent and support of the Dutch Party. He was 
content with the real power, but refused to accept office, 
holding firmly to his oft-expressed conviction that " the 
day the Dutch accept office the break up will begin;" 

Add to these little shafts of light the well-known fact 
that the Peace of Vereeniging, which ended the Boer War, 
whilst it showed the two Republics standing as one against 
the common enemy, did not conceal from the peoples 
themselves that the deepest and bitterest division existed 
between them. Indeed, the necessity for agreement 
upon a common line and common terms, far from having 
a healing and unifying effect, gave occasion for mutual 
reproaches and suspicions and acute dissensions. But 
the presence and power of what was then considered to be 
the common enemy, the British Government, bade them 
hide these things, close up their ranks, and face the future 
as an united people. They did it with a degree of success 
which left the world without a suspicion of the truth. An 
entire people achieved what is thought to be possible only 
for a small secret society. There followed the period of 
Crown Colony Administration-" Milner Rule " as it 
was called-and it would be interesting to trace how 
clean administration, constructive work, and progressive 
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The Rebellion 
ideas and influences produced their inevitable fruit of 
returning prosperity and development, and how the leaders, 
realising this and what it portended, moved to  secure self- 
government. But for such matters, there is neither 
space nor need here. Self-government for the two 
former Republics, with the Dutch in complete control, 
supplied the first test of the knowledge and insight of the 
two men whose views have been quoted-Delarey and 
Hofmeyr. The three years’ experience of responsible 
government in the Transvaal and the Orange River Colony 
revealed and widened the breach so successfully hidden 
a t  Vereeniging; and when the four colonies met in the 
National Convention to promote the Union of South Africa 
it was known to some, but not to many, that whatever diffe- 
rences might develop between other states would be tran- 
sient and trivial compared with the undisclosed feud 
between the old allies. Both aspired to the leadership 
of the Dutch. Mr. Hofmeyr, possibly because of failing 
health, possibly because of the lifelong habit of being 
the power behind the throne, made the mistake of his life 
which gave to General Botha the great opportunity. He 
refused to accept the responsibility of his power and declined 
to act as a delegate to the National Convention. When 
the latter decided to sit with closed doors, he was “ dis- 
connected”-his power was gone. His had been “ a  
oneman rule,” and he had provided no successor. His 
efforts to retrieve the position at a later stage produced 
only some delays and the “ scrapping ” of proportional 
representation for Parliamentary elections which had been 
adopted by the Convention. The  struggle for the hege- 
mony of the Dutch had been definitely transferred to the 
North, to be fought out between the two old allies-the 
late Republics. 

The difference between the circumstances and con- 
ditions of the Transvaal and Free State were alone sufficient 
to produce different policies. The difference in character, 
capacity, and experience between their respective leaders 
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South Africa 
would have produced a great divergence. T h e  position 
to-day is the logical outcome-indeed, one might put it 
closer than that, and say that it is the actual resumption- 
of the situation in the National Convention itself. Generals 
Botha and Smuts, inseparable and essentially comple- 
mentary, had learnt from experience and realised by their 
judgment that the domination of all South Africa by the 
Dutch and for the Dutch alone was impossible. They 
realised that, even then, it was impossible to obtain an all 
Dutch majority, and that the attempt to do so would 
end in disaster. Their policy expressed these convictions, 
and although many of their Dutch supporters believed 
that the more liberal attitude was merely a ruse to lure 
seceders from the British section and use them to keep the 
Dutch in power, the leaders themselves were too wise 
not to realise that the departure was irrevocable and that 
the divergence must ever widen. Other influences, per- 
sonal, local, and provincial questions, and the many minor 
crises of politics strengthened their own conviction, and 
made it clear that only on the ostensible basis of fair play 
to both races could a Government retain a majority. 
The effect was not lost upon the Dutch, in whom the 
peculiarity of " giving too little and asking too much " is 
not confined to matters commercial; and especially in 
the northern provinces-the late Republics-there was a 
growing and resentful realisation of the departure from 
the simple old Krugerian faith that " we are the people ; 
the rest are aliens and coloured trash." But the crisis 
did not come until another problem came upon the scene. 
South Africa is not insulated and watertight. It is part 
of the British Empire. Generals Botha and Smuts knew 
that the full adoption of the broad view, or any attempt 
to win over British-born voters, must lead them straight 
and speedily to the frank and final abandonment of hostility, 
or even indifference, to the Empire. A volume could be 
written on this difficulty, but they faced it. And there 
was the Rubicon crossed. 
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The Rebellion 
Widely diff ercnt in character, capacity, experience, 

outlook, and aim are the leaders of the other Party-not 
leaders in the greater sense, just typical representatives, 
much nearer to their people than are the other two. It 
is asked, are they strong ? The answer is that they appeal 
to the section and the sentiment which were strong enough 
to make two wars possible and to defeat the healing 
purpose of the Union National Convention, and if they 
were not strong now it would be because some miracle had 
worked unseen to change the unchanging Boer. 

When General Botha undertook the task of forming the 
first Government of the Union, he did so having suffered 
defeat and dictation a t  the hands of the extreme racial 
party. It is true that there were difficulties and complica- 
tions and that the racialists were aided by party politicians 
not of Dutch descent ; but the fact was generally accepted 
that, whilst General Botha favoured a non-racial first 
Government for the Union, his rivals insisted on continuing 
the old racial division ; and he  had t o  submit. Ex-President 
S t e p ,  the veiled Prophet of Af'rikanderism, was unable, 
because of ill health, to take office, and General Hertzog, a 
man of no special capacity, stepped into the Ministry with 
the prestige (among a certain section) of the people's choice 
who had been refused recognition and had compelled it. 
The issue was clear from the outset and the end certain. 
Whilst the Prime Minister was endeavouring to allay racial 
feeling- and remove causes of racial difference, and was 
insisting that the interests of South Africa and the Empire 
did not necessarily conflict and were generally identical, his 
Minister for Justice was following him through the country 
ridiculing the injustice, insincerity and poltroonery of 
General Botha's policy of conciliation. The inevitable 
rupture and the dismissal of General Hertzog brought the 
struggle into the open; the split in the South African 
Party followed and the Nationalist Party was formed. 

A racialist party requires no high qualities of statesman- 
ship in their leaders ; partisanship is what they want and 
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South Akica 
General Hertzog adequately met the demands of the 
occasion. General Botha was denounced as false to his 
country because he recogniscd its position as part of the 
Empire; he had betrayed “his people,” because he had 
said it was possible for a man not of Dutch descent to be a 
“ good South African ” ; he was an “ Imperialist and a 
Jingo,” because he refused to see a conflict of interests 
between South Africa and the Empire before even a question 
had arisen. But the unchanged attitude of this old 
Krugerian section was best illustrated by the instant demand 
that General Botha and his Government should resign 
“ because they had forfeited the confidence of The People.” 

At first the Party consisted solely of the Free State 
followers of Messrs. S t e p  and Hertzog ; but the appeal 
soon reached a far wider circle. The first Parliament of 
the Union was in the last year of its life, and the difficulties, 
delays, disappointments and friction, inseparable from the 
recent change in the condition of the four states, played 
into the hands of the Nationalists. The Dutch Reformed 
Church, a most powerful and efficient organisation, was 
ovemhelmingly on the side of Race and Language. For a 
time, the old division between the Transvaal and Free 
State seemed to mark off the two camps, but this did not 
last. Numbers of the younger men, fed on the heady stuff 
of fierce racialism and too young to have experienced the 
meaning of war and its bitter lesson: joined the party which 
appealed to their strongest prejudices and offered scope 
for their talents and ambitions. The movement began to 
spread into the Transvaal and parts of the Cape Province. 
On the other hand, even in the Free State, the substantial 
men were in the main on General Botha’s side. They 
wanted peace. 

That  was the state of affairs when General Delarey 
volunteered his views. It was an open question then 
whether or not theNationalist movement wouldever amount 
to much. It was discussed for many months to the ex- 
clusion of all else in politics, but Germany, as a possible 
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The Rebellion 
factor, was never even mentioned-at any rate in public. 
The  whole truth about the part played by Germany in 
South Africa will never be known, but much is known 
already. The National Convention which drew up the 
Union constitution was actually sitting when the Kaiser’s 
famous interview, in which he claimed to have supplied 
Queen Victoria with the plans for Lord Roberts’s campaign, 
was published. Thc effect produced upon the Boer leaders 
was remarkable. Notwithstanding their refusal to discuss 
it, there was the clearest evidence of bitter resentment 
and disgust, and not a few hints of another tale that they 
might unfold. One practical result was that it supplikd 
a fresh argument and incentive for the Union of South 
Africa and the creation of an organised and united Defence 
Force for protection against the enemy then building 
military railways and amassing men and munitions over 
the border in Gerlnan South-West. At the time this 
feeling was common to all, Dutch and British-born alike ; 
but the division between the two old allies-and one must 
add, between the two ideals-was so deep that even here 
the two Dutch sections soon parted company. It is certain 
that General Botha and his party have never forgotten the 
calculated treachery of Germany in the Boer War. The 
attitude of the other Party is not so clearly defined. In 
opposing the Enemy Trading Bill (March) General Hertzog 
stated bluntly that his part German ancestry did not permit 
him to view Germany as an Englishman would. In Parlia- 
ment and at meetings throughout the recent elections he 
has extolled the rebel leaders now in gaol as heroes, and 
declared himself heart and soul with them as rebels against 
the Government, but not against the Flag-a distinction 
which, whilst gravely applauded by a large section here, 
leaves most people speechless. He and his party refuse 
to acknowledge even now that there was a rebellion : they 
call it “an  armed protest.” Some of the rebel leaders 
were elected as principal office.holders and leaders of the 
Nationalist Party Organisation and continue to hold office 
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South Afiica 
whilst still in gaol. One of them, Colonel Kemp, a.highly 
placed officer in the Defence Force, was captured in German 
uniform with German guns, small arms and ammunition 
supplied to him through another traitor and deserter, 
Maritz, by the German Governor General Scitz. 

At the back of the.heads of all is the conviction that 
matters of this kind are not going to be settled until the 
war is ended. To parties so bitterly divided reason, 
evidence and fact are terms which have lost their meaning. 
Nothing but the great decision will convince them. On the 
side of the loyalists, the British habit of tolerance which 
treats rank treason as wild talk and leaves excitcd revolu- 
tionaries to  the cartoonists, has been a good deal in evidence; 
and the deliberation and cool-headcdness of the Dutch no 
less. Both races have been highly tried, far more highly 
tried than will be appreciated for some time to come. In 
the give and take that is needed to secure united action, and 
practical agreement, both have given heavily. The end 
is not even in sight, and, whilst it is probably corrcct to 
say that the refusal of the Govcrnment and of the leaders 
of the English-speaking people to  take strong measures or 
depart from the attitude of forbearance have been success- 
ful, it cannot be denied that the position is still full of 
dangerous possibilities. 

Very interesting indeed is the continual conflict of 
opinion between the most competent and reliable authori- 
ties as to the origin or object of the rebellion. Equally 
reputable and loyal men have stated their belief ( I )  that 
there was German inspiration and influence behind i t ;  
(2) that it was an organised attempt to regain independence ; 
(3) that it was merely a blind following of local leaders ; and 
(4) that it was a rebellion against the Botha-Smuts Govern- 
ment-a revolutionary movement, not hostile to the 
British Flag. And if the fragments of information and 
evidence and the illustrations given in the foregoing pages 
should have given the reader no clear idea of the real 
position, but rather increased bewilderment, they will have 
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The Rebellion 
done neither morc nor less than a fuller knowledgc of detail 
has done for the people on the spot. The fact is that there 
is truth in 311 thcse readings of the rebellion. The German 
instigation and help have been proved beyond doubt, as 
also the aim and attempt to regain independence. The 
follow-my-leader . movement among ignorant country folk 
may be allowed a place : it is not very important, and it is 
always present on such occasions. The really important 
matter for South Africa is the extent and strcngth of the 
anti-Botha movement and sentiment. Upon this, and 
upon this alone,is founded the Nationalists’ insistent protest 
that the movement was not a rebellion a t  all, but only an 
“ armed protest.” The contention appears at  first glance 
too far fetched, but it is worth considering nevertheless. 
This “ armed protest ” and breaking away is, as General 
Delarey observed, “ the  way of the Boer.” There are 
numbers of instances in South African history; and it is 
quite possible that the rebellion was due as much to the 
fecling against the Botha-Smuts rbgirnc as to any positive 
desire for independence, indeed, the intensity of feeling 
against these two men and the comparative ignoring of the 
British by the rebels, and the general absence of feeling 
and violence against theEnglish-speaking people individually 
might lead one to believe that the movement was essentially 
against the two men and that the Flag question was secon- 
dary and incidental. And, as a matter of fact, that is not 
far from the truth. But-and it is a very big “ but ”-it 
is the attitude of these two men towards the Empire and 
the English-speaking section that is the principal ground of 
their offcnce ; and they are hated and reviled as “ traitors 
to their people ” simply because they were loyal to their 
oaths and their trust. 

Some light is thrown on these matters by the terms 
which the rebels demanded when General Botha made his 
final attempt to avert bloodshed before the first shot 
had been fired, but after the rebels had seized several 
towns and mobilised in force. They made three conditions : 
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South Africa 
(I) The German South-West Campaign to be stopped and 
abandoned; (2) a complete amnesty for all, including the 
traitor Maritz, who had joined the Germans with the Union 
troops and guns under his command ; (3) the resignation 
of the Government, by which was meant, and understood 
to mean, the exclusion of Generals Botha and Smuts 
from any future Government representing the Dutch 
people. 

Once more the Krugerite claim that the Dutch alone are 
the People was put forward, and, notwithstanding that a 
General Election would take place in a few months, it was 
insisted upon at the price of civil war. Although General 
Hertzog and ex-President Steyn were claimed by the rebels 
to be their leaders, there is no evidence to show that they 
instigated or even countenanced resort to rebellion and use 
of arms, cither to restore the Republican flag or to oust 
the Botha Government; but what is abundantly clear 
is that whilst they denied the one aim, they refused to 
denounce the rebellion, and excused it on the ground that 
the Government were the real offenders and had deliberately 
provoked it. 

The Nationalist Party, although only in its infant stages, 
formed a ready-made organisation for the rebels. It was 
the rallying centre for racialism and discontent. The 
rebellion made it powerful. If in the rebel ranks there 
were mixed motives and parties of diffcring aims, the 
Nationalist Party as it now exists is very much more marked 
by this characteristic. It now includes great numbers who 
are in truth rebels against-ie., uncompromising opponents 
of-General Botha and his policy, but in no real sense 
rebels against the British Flag. They are anti-Imperialistic 
in the sense of being entirely South African in their 
aims and interests : they acquiesce with satisfaction, 
indifference, or resignation in the British connection, 
but while they welcome all the advantages they are un- 
willing to shoulder any of the responsibilities. They are 
radically and irreconcilably anti-Botha. The elections 
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The Rebellion 
have shown that this Nationalist Party-by no means 
wholly rebel, but wholeheartedly in sympathy with the 
rebels themselves, though not with their Republican or 
pro-German aims-represents quite one-half of the Dutch 
voters. They were badly beaten for Parliament, for they 
returned only twenty-seven members as against General 
Botha’s fifty-four, and their nominal leader in the Cape 
Province-the Rev. Malan, of the Dutch Reformed Church 
-was defeated by a Dutch Member of the Cabinet. 
But an analysis of the voting, that consolation prize of 
elections, shows that at least one-half of the Dutch voters 
are not content to regard General Botha as representing 
them. 

Even political opponents will admit that few leaders 
have been called upon to face responsibilities so great and 
difficulties, complications, and crises so numerous as those 
which have confronted General Botha and his other half, 
General Smuts. “ First in war and first in peace,” they were 
the trusted leaders, not of a victorious but of a defeated 
people. But could any man hope to retain that position,even 
under most favourable conditions ? General Botha was only 
forty-four when he became the Prime Minister of the 
Transvaal, and, humanly speaking, he was bound to outlive 
the feelings of the time of the war. The formation of 
his first Government caused acute divisions, for wen then 
there was a Nationalist section, post-Kruger and pre- 
Hertzog, led by General Beyers, who was, however, silenced 
with the Speakership. The formation of Governments 
is always likely to make enemies, and South Africa is no 
exception to this rule. Then followed within three years 
the work of the National Convention and the founding 
of the Union, involving immediate and enormous material 
and political sacrifices on the part pf the Transvaal for the 
ultimate but unquestionable benefit of all South Africa- 
and even the Transvaal itself. And this meant more 
enemies made, more supporters shaken. On the heels of 
this came the formation of the first Union Government, 
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South Akica 
upon the old racial party lines. Out of four existing 
Governments, representing the conflicting interests of 
four colonies and many personal and sectional interests 
and influences in each of them, the Prime Minister had to 
choose the men for onc Ministry. This was accomplished, 
as has already been shown, only a t  the cost of a bitter 
struggle, and of the defeat, for a time a t  least, of the policy 
of non-racial government to which General Botha had 
committed himself. There was no cohesion, no common 
purpose, no constructive work or effort possible in those 
conditions. Division and impotency within the Govern- 
ment produced their inevitable effects both inside and 
outside the Cabinet. There were within three years two 
Ministerial crises involving the shedding of two principal 
Ministers, and one resignation by the Prime Minister 
followed by the formation 'of a frcsh Government. There 
were two industrial strikes on the mines and railways in 
which the military and the Defence Forces were c d e d  
out and used-for, as was said by General Smuts, " they 
were not strikes, they were revolutions." Then came the 
deportation of the strike leaders, secretly and without 
trial-an act whose despotic and unconstitutional char- 
acter caused a great lessening of confidence among many 
who refused to recognise in its effectiveness and essential 
mercifulness towards the offenders themselves and the 
whole community any offset to its illegality. At the same 
time silently and pitilessly the worst drought experienced 
for more than a generation was eating up the country 
and bringing misery, ruin, and even starvation to a large 
section of the country people. In the midst of this came 
war and rebellion, completing the ruin of those already 
hard hit by the drought and paralysing the work of both 
loyalist and rebel throughout a great part of the country 
where most of the men were in the field for over half a 
year on one side or the other. 

In these circumstances it is not surprising that at the 
recent General Election for the second Union Parliamept 
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The Rebellion 
General Botha’s once united Dutch Party should have 
dwindled a t  the polls to a half. The strength of parties 
in Parliament is now as follows : 

South African Party . ’ 54 
Unionist 40 
Nationalist . 27 
Labour Party . 3 
Independen; . 6 

Total . 130 
- 

The Unionists pledged themselves at  the Elections to 
support General Botha until the conclusion of peace, 
and the Government remains in office with their support. 
There is no secret or pretence about the position. It is 
clearly understood in so far as such an undertaking is 
capable of being understood or carried out. But it is 
one of difficulty and peril from day to day. How difficult 
it is is well illustrated by the taunts of two successive 
speakers on the Nationalist side in a recent debate. The  
first, charged the Government with having sold themselves 
to:the Unionists, whose dictation had to be accepted in 
everything as the price of office from day to day. T h e  
second ridiculed the Unionist “ scxalled ” opposition 
on the ground that having pledged themselves to keep 
the Government in office they were now obliged to swallow 
anything which General Botha chose to label as vital or to 
raise as a test of confidence. The underlying truth in 
both criticisms does not need emphasising ; but it estab- 
lishes the fact that Parliament exists in an atmosphere of 
perpetual crisis. 

The position of the Unionist Party is specially difficult. 
The loyalty of British South Africans is not keener or 
greater than that of their brothers oversea ; but there is 
in it something different, something begotten of thc 
country’s chequered history. Born in travail, grown under 
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South Afiica 
ceaseless test and opposition, nurtured on neglect and 
worse in earlier days, fed upon struggle and strife, it 
has stood the tests of time and trial. There is a fierceness 
in it known only t o  those who have spent their lives in 
sleepless defence of that which they love. If it be realized 
how strongly that spirit lives to-day it will be possible 
to form some conception of the feelings of the British-born 
South Africans, and of the difficult and almost heart-break- 
ing task of Sir Thomas Smartt and his Unionist colleagues 
who represent the great bulk of the English-speaking people. 
If it be admitted that General Botha has done all that was 
possible for him and more than was or could have been 
expected; if it be granted that the difficulties and trials 
he has overcome and the risks he has taken entitle him to 
praise and gratitude unstinted, there will still remain some- 
thing to be said before justice will have been done. 

Take the case of the contingents. Here, as was inevitable, 
there has been no such lead given by the Government, as 
has bien given by the Governments of the other Dominions. 
In the face of inaction and opposition, of division and civil 
war, the British-born people themselves have had to move. 
The despatch of a contingent to E u r o p e a n  act of doubtful 
wisdom in view of the enormous strain and drain of a 
rebellion and two campaigns here-was a surrender to  the 
intense feeling in favour of “ helping the old country ” in 
the great battlefield, and it was assented to only after 
thousands of the best had lost patience and gone “ on their 
own.” It is estimated that nearly 70,000 men were under 
arms to deal with the Rebellion, and the German South 
West campaign. 24,000 are in British East Africa now and 
I 1,000 have gone with the oversea contingent. 7,500 more 
have gone a t  their own expense and joined Kitchener’s 
Army; over 600 have been passed in for Commissions in 
the Imperial Service by the General Officer Commanding 
in Cape Town. It would serve no good purpose now to 
say what were the proportions of Dutch and English speak- 
ing. Recognition in all its forms has gone to the former ; 
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The Rebellion 
and it is right and wise that it should be so. But that is 
not encouragement to the latter. And if reticence is forced 
upon the leaders by their own judgment, all honour to the 
“ boys,” who are neither detached observers nor responsible 
statesmen, that so little has been heard of what they think. 
The Overseas contingent, who had every reason to expect 
that they would be treated in regard to pay and allowances, 
etc., on the same terms as they themselves and their 
comrades were treated in the Rebellion, and in the G.S.W 
and B.E.A. campaigns, were asked to sign on, alone among 
the Dominions’ contingents, a t  Imperial rates for regular 
soldiers. They did so. The implied promise to put this 
right has not been kept, and the South African contingent 
t d a y ,  in Europe or in Egypt, draw “ regular ” pay, while 
their comrades here and from other Dominions are on the 
far more liberal ‘‘ Dominion Scales.” The position of the 
Government and of the various parties was clearly brought 
out in the debate which took place immediately on the 
reassembling of the House in the middle of February on a 
motion introduced by a Labour member, recommending 
the raising of the pay of the Oversea contingent to the 
ordinary Union scale now in force. 

The raising of the contingents’ pay was a matter upon 
which the entire English-speaking section had insisted at  
the elections. Reference was made in the March number 
of THE ROUND TABLE t o  the previous debate on this subject 
in the earlier part of the session in December. On that 
occasion General Smuts having endeavoured, without 
success, to stave the question off, was pressed hard by the 
Unionist leader, and finally refused point-blank, adding : 
“ You have no right to press us when you know the position. 
I assure you, we are standing on the brink of a volcano, and 
you know it.” During the two months’ recess a strong 
agitation on the subject was carried on in the urban centres 
among the English-speaking pcople. This agitation was 
not officially countenanced by the Unionist Party. The 
action of a Labour member from Natal, however, whose 
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South Afiica 
constituents insistently demanded justice for the " boys " 
oversea and their dependants, forced on the crisis which 
the Unionist leaders were anxious to avoid. The Prime 
Minister, speaking with great feeling and gravity, made the 
statement that if the motion were pressed, it was certain 
that the resulting division would be strictly racial ; that 
while he personally was in favour of the proposal, he was 
unable to carry it a t  present without consequences too 
serious to be faced ; that he would therefore be cornpellcd 
to oppose it ; that i t  would be defeated, but a t  the cost of 
ranging Dutch and English on opposing sides ; and that 
if such 'a division on racial lines were forced upon him, he 
would resign office. The  Unionists, faced with this, had 
to accept the previous question and withdraw. 

Situations, however, as delicate as this, and the subordina- 
tion of constituents' and party's intercsts, and even of 
highly prized principles, to tactics. in Parliament, and for 
purposes which cannot possibly be explained at  the  'time, 
put too great a strain on the man i n  the street. The  
strongest feeling was aroused among English-speaking 
people, and hot resentment was expressed by Unionist 
members. This is the more easily understood. because 
General Botha's declaration, couched for 'the most part in 
guarded language, contained only one thing which was 
demonstrably . .  clear to  the average man-the threat, of 
resignation. ' It was impossible for him to state in 'bald 
terms that he refused to accept a victory over his English- 
speaking Allies by aid of the Nationalist vote, which would 
only too surely have been with him in such a question. 

As 'a matter of fact the final result, or rather, the escape 
fro'm any final decision, was a triumph for the Loyalist 
Allies. T h e  Nationalists had seen the chance that offered, 
and were bent on showing that .they 'could and would save 
the Government from its perfidious and grasping allies, the 
Unionists,' if the Government stood firm' '' in the defence 
of the intercsts of the pcople." There was no concealment 
of their anger and chagrin when the plan failed. 

588 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

] 
at

 0
8:

46
 2

0 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



The Rebellion 
This is but one example of what is continually happening. 

With remorseless pertinacity, the Nationalists endeavour 
by every means to drive a wedge between the two loyal 
parties. Language and racial issues are raised or dragged 
in. On the Railway Management Bill, for instance, a whole 
day was spent in discussing the shortage of separate carriages 
for natives and coloured people, merely for the purpose of 
persuading the Boer electorate that General Botha, under 
dictation from his English allies, was deliberately putting 
his people on the level of the Kaffirs, by compelling them to 
travel together. It matters little that there is no founda- 
tion for this in fact : the purpose is served. The  Enemy 
Trading Bill, which has been introduced a t  the suggestion 
of the Imperial Government and follows closely the lines 
of the Imperial legislation, is represented as designed to 
ruin the Boer by crushing his best friend, the German 
country trader. Irrigation and other relief works for the 
drought stricken areas are demanded, and when the question 
of cost is raised, there comes the indignant rejoinder t h a t  
if money had not been wasted upon the war and upon a 
wicked and vengeful campaign against people who wcrc 
driven and engineered into rebcllion, there would have been 
ample funds for the poor starving Dutch. The usual Act 
of Indemnity for things done in good faith by the Govern- 
ment officers and forces during the rebellion was opposed 
on the astounding ground that it was onesided, as indemnity 
was asked for the Government forces only, and not for the 
rebels. A demand was made that public funds should be 
granted on loin to the rebels, to enable them to satisfy the 
judgments given against them and discharge the liabilities 
admitted by them, for robbery and violence ; and the refusal 
of the Government to introduce legislation depriving the 
victims of their right to recover by civil action was repre- 
sented as persecution of the Dutch. 

T h e  position here revealed-with the chance that co- 
operation may collapse a t  any moment, and out of any 
incident-naturally provokes the question : (I Why not a 
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South Africa 
coalition between the two parties I ” It is difficult t o  see 
any other solution eventually. The two Dutch parties 
have travelled too far on different roads t o  be able to go 
back to the parting of the ways ; it is certainly not possible 
for General Both? or General Smuts to do this-nor would 
they be welcomed or trusted if they tried it. Yet the 
Government party is not strong enough to  stand alone. 
At the moment there is only one party with whom they 
could hope to work. But the difficulties of such a coalition 
are obvious, and were dealt with in the last number of THE 
ROUND TABLE. For the present, we may leave prophecy 
and speculation alone, and reflect upon the wisdom of 
Delarey and Hofmeyr-who knew their people. 

South Africa. April, 1916. 
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